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should continue through at least through 2025. The entire draft WIP3
will be posted at our website on April 12, where you are encouraged
to read it and send us comments. In the meantime, WIP3 highlights are
included in the full article.

FAMILY NIGHT

Experience Learning

Cindy Shreve started as the new Conservation Services
Manager North with WVCA on December 22.

Your path may have crossed Cindy's in the past, as she is joining
the agency after four years with the West Virginia Department of
Agriculture.

Shreve, who is based in the Moorefield office, is a native of New
Creek in Mineral County. She graduated from West Virginia
University with a bachelor of science in animal and veterinary
sciences n 2004.

She and her husband raise contract pullets for Perdue Chicken, and
are building a new home in Mineral County. They have two
children: daughter Layla, who is 11, and a son, Owen, who is 8.

At home, Cindy enjoys gardening and canning. Family Night has become a very popular option where

campers have the opportunity to show their families around
Please welcome her to the agency. our mountain campus on the shoulder of Spruce Knob, go

caving alongside our instructors or hike in the national forest,
enjoy dinner served at our yurts, and spend quality time
Feel free to reach Cindy at (304) 941-3293 or around the campfire sharing s'mores, the night sky, and

cshreve@wvca.us. BRI G

In 2019 we are offering Family Nights on
Saturday, June 22 - Solstice Celebration

GET INVOLVED: UPCOMING EVENTS e S L L

Save the D atel Pick the activities and accommodations that best suit your
. needs:

Activities:
Guided Caving: $15/person
Hike in the national forest (unguided): Free
Watercolor art on the back deck: Free
Campfire & S'mores: Free

Meals:
Full Package - Saturday Lunch, Dinner & Sunday Breakfast:
$36.00/person

Saturday Only - Lunch & Dinner: $24.00/person
$5.00/meal 4-9 year old

2019 Children under 3 are free

Eastern Panhandle Lodging:

Watershed Group Gathering Camping w/ access to amenities: Free
Private Yurt (sleeps 2): $60.00

Thursday, May 23 Dorm bed: $22/person
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Blue Ridge Community & Technical College

Main Campus (Apple Harvest Dr)
Martinsburg, WV

Topics include:
WIP Il updates, water quality patterns,
conservation easements, BMP tracking tool

Plus:
Afternoon workshops on social media fundraising and
grant writing; great for watershed organizations & others!

Morning refreshments provided.
Lunch on your own (feel free to bring a packed lunch).

RSVP by May 9: Email Kristen Bisom at
kbisom@wvca.us or call 681-247-3011

Spovsored. by:

S ¢ < i ) US Forest Service - Snorkeling Program
A FRIVERS Harmony Dressler, WVDEP

RSVP by May 9: Email Kristen at kbisom@wvca.us
or call 681-247-3011

April 12, 2019:

West Virginia's Draft Phase III Watershed
Implementation Plan is due to EPA and shortly
thereafter will be posted on WV's Chesapeake Bay
Program website
(http://www.wvchesapeakebay.us/WIP/WIP3.cfm)
for public comment through June 10, 2019. As SN : iy~ s
we finalize our strategies, contact us to provide Anyseasonis the perfect time to explore the outdoors, but the
feedback or request information about this spring and summer offer many opportunities that you might

effort. not have during the rest of the year. You could take a hike in
the woods, go for a bike ride on approved trails or around
your neighborhood, just watch the clouds roll by, or you could
enjoy one of everyone's favorite childhood activities: playing in

Free Film Documentary Showing the creek! The US Forest Service has designed a program
Heather Duncan that will allow you to do that in a unique way. The
Eastern Panhandle Conservation District Monongahela National Forest's snorkeling program has been
hishman@epcd.us 681-247-3013 growing in popularity since its inception about 6 years ago.

The participants don wet suits and snorkeling gear to get a
"fish's eye view" of the stream. Then they investigate the
natural habitat of WV's aquatic life through a guided
exploration.

The snorkeling program works with school groups, 4-H
groups, or scouting groups that are located in or willing to

travel to the Monongahela National Forest. Wet suits, masks,
and of course snorkels are all provided for participants. If
you'd like to get your group signed up for the snorkel program
or get information on beginning a similar program outside of
' the Monongahela National Forest's service area, contact The
FHEE EVENT AND SHOWING OF THE Monongahela National Forest in Elkins at (304) 636-1800.

E I_ I VI N G S 0 I |_ & You can also like the program on Facebook to get updates on

DOCUMENTARY the events scheduled for 2019.

Come for a morning of fellowship

meeting your local conservation minded a 201 9 West Virginia Envirothon set for canaan

organizations and businesses. A vendor

fair will open the morning followed by a Valley in April; trainings scheduled for high
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evolution of soil health and
conservation. FREE activities for the
children during the film!
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO
RESERVE A BOOTH CONTACT
HEATHER DUNCAN

HISHMAN@EPCD.US / 681.247.3013
SATURDAY, MAY 18, 2018
3 AM - 12 NOON
RANSON CIVIC CENTER
432 WEST 2ND AVENUE
RANSON, WV 25438
)} SOt HEALTH

In partnership with the Ranson Civic Center, West
Virginia's Chesapeake Bay Program, and the Eastern
Panhandle Conservation District, there will be a free
community event to showcase the Soil Health Institute's
recent release of their hour long film documentary titled,
"Living Soil." This documentary showcases the past,
present, and future of how far soil health and its importance
has come in the United States. The film highlights various
farmers throughout the United States and also recounts the
Dust Bowl of the 1930s.

The event will begin at 9 am on May 18th with a vendor fair
of local environmental organizations and businesses. This
free networking opportunity will run until 10:45 am with the
film scheduled to begin at 11 am. During the film showing,
there will be an opportunity for children of all ages to
participate in crafts.

The event is free for all attendees and to those wanting a
vendor booth. For more information on the event, to
register for a booth, or to become an event co-sponsor,
please contact Heather Duncan at the Eastern Panhandle
Conservation District for more information.
hishman@epcd.us or 681.247.3013

school students planning to compete
Davin White, WVCA
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CHARLESTON, W.Va. -- The West Virginia Envirothon, the
state's premiere conservation education competition for high
school students, will be held April 17-18 at Canaan Valley Resort
State Park in Tucker County.

Five-member teams who participate in the Envirothon explore
current environmental and earth sciences within the framework of
five disciplines: aquatics, forestry, soils, wildlife and a current
environmental topic. Teams are often created through school
clubs, classes at school, 4-H groups, Scout troops or home
school groups.

Students are tested on their skills, problem-solving abilities and
knowledge about natural resources, conservation and the
environment.

Teams receive study materials and prepare for the competition
ahead of time. Several conservation districts have already
scheduled trainings this spring for teams competing in the
Envirothon, to help in their preparation for the event.

Local trainings are:

1. The Eastern Panhandle Conservation District will hold
a training April 11 from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Nature
Center at Cacapon State Park. This will include a question-
and-answer session for the teams wanting specific

questions and methods answered. Most of the training will be
outdoors (so dress for mud and weather) and a pizza will be
served for lunch. Questions can be directed to Heather
Duncan at 681-247-3013. The district covers teams in
Morgan, Berkeley and Jefferson counties.

2. The Potomac Valley Conservation District

has planned a training for March 29 at Brookedale Farm in
Mineral County, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Lunch will be provided!
For more information contact the district office at (304) 822-
5174 or Andrea Mongold at (304) 790-6475. The Potomac
Valley Conservation District serves Grant, Hampshire, Hardy,
Mineral and Pendleton counties.

These trainings are a great opportunity for a feature story with
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goodq, colorful art. Members of the media who are interested in
covering a training in their area should contact Davin White at
(304) 957-1409.

The West Virginia Envirothon Committee expects to grant
$15,000 in college scholarships during the event. Since 1997,
$200,000 in college scholarships have been awarded to West
Virginia high school students through the Envirothon.

Mountain Stewards Summer Camp
Experience Learning

2019 Appalachian Grazing Conference OurMountain Stewards summer camps are expedition-style
March 7-9, 2019 at the Waterfront Place Hotel, programs with a stewardship focus. We offer different camps

for ages 8-18 and all experience levels. Join us as we climb
mountains, traverse caves, and navigate through West
By: Davin White, WWCA Virginia's beautiful and diverse forests. As we explore each
group will take part in age-appropriate service projects.
These projects add to the sense of empowerment and
satisfaction that our campers experience. Browse our options
and please contact us if you have questions about the best fit
for your family.

Morgantown, West Virginia

The 2019 Appalachian Grazing Conference, the
region's premiere grazing conference for livestock
producers, began Thursday afternoon with a tour of WVU's
Animal Science Farm and ran through Saturday at the
Morgantown Marriott at Waterfront Place Hotel in
Morgantown, W.Va.

The conference theme wae: "Craate a \Winnina
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Combination ... managing soil, water, plant and animal
health." The conference had a focus on farm economics,
conservation strategies and how to sustain productivity for
the long haul.

Attendees at the biennial conference learned about the
management of the key elements of soil, water, plants and
animal health to improve grasslands.

Keynote speakers for the conference were Sarah Flack
and Dr. Allen Williams.

Full article here!

About West Virginia's Chesapeake Bay Tributary Team
Fourteen percent (14%) of West Virginia drains into the Potomac River and on to the Chesapeake Bay. In June of 2002,
Governor Bob Wise signed the Chesapeake Bay Program Water Quality Initiative Memorandum of Understanding. By
signing this memo, West Virginia agreed to develop goals and objectives to reduce nutrient and sediment loading to
the Chesapeake Bay.

To help WV accomplish these goals, Project Teams began working in targeted watersheds. These groups build
partnerships, gather funding, and identify priority projects that are most important to their local communities.
Reducing nitrogen, phosphorus, and sediment in local creeks and rivers will mean healthier water resources that are better
able to sustain tourism, fishing, drinking water supplies, wildlife habitat, and other uses. Each one of us can act locally to
help achieve these goals.

West Virginia's Chesapeake Bay Tributary Team

hat’s Your BMP?

Tell us about it.
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